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         President Ponderings 
 .  

Info: Jessie Panek 
 

 
As gardeners we live closer to the earth than many, and we can make many choices that make a 

difference to our environment. I am so pleased that the youth in the Bromfield Green Team 

made the choice to remove invasive burning bushes from the school landscape and replant 

natives. If you still have any burning bushes, I hope you will follow their example! Special thanks 

to Deborah O’Rourke-- and her husband Ed-- for helping the Team with more planting last 

month. 

 

As we move into late fall, I am pondering 

about what fall ‘cleanup’ to do. Fall 

cleanup used to mean cutting down all 

my perennials and raking the beds clean 

of leaves. A growing awareness 

of how every garden space can function 

as an ecological preserve has led me to 

reconsider my routine. 

 

You’ve probably heard the admonition to 

“leave the leaves” as a way to make your 

yard more ecologically friendly. The 

reason is because many insects (almost 

all beneficial!) overwinter in a 

dormant stage attached to leaves or 

under fallen leaves. I care deeply about 

our earth, but I can see it’s not possible to ‘leave the leaves’ everywhere if I am to have any sort of 

managed landscape around our home. Leaves fall on the driveway and the lawn as well as the perennial 

beds. I can’t let them all stay where they fall; what is the best course of action? 
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My plan this year is to move as many leaves as I can from the lawn (where my husband mowing 

them will certainly destroy any hiding insects) into the edges of the woods, or pile them loosely 

by the compost pile to be incorporated late next spring after any insects have emerged. I will 

leave both leaves and fallen twigs on perennial beds, along with most dead stems and their 

seed heads. I plan to cut some tall stems to 15” to be homes for next year’s insects (letting next 

spring’s new growth come up to cover them rather than removing them at all.)  

My fall cleanup will remove only foliage like peonies that might be diseased, and the iris leaves which 

I’ve found are a slimy mess if left until spring. This should make my yard a better habitat, while still 

cleaning up the bits that are most important to me. 

 

I encourage you to rethink how you normally clean up in the fall. In the garden, as in life in 

general, choices are seldom as simple as we would like. But you might find that helping wildlife 

is an ‘excuse’ that means less work for you! Personally, I love a tidy garden, but I am trying to 

adjust to a different aesthetic to increase the amount of food (insects) for next year’s birds and 

other wildlife, because they matter more to me.                                                                        Jessie 

 

October Program: Winter Landscape 
Info: Janice Rusiecki and Margaret Murphy 

 

WINTER LANDSCAPE 

Speaker: Maria von Brincken 

Certified Landscape Architect 

The Winter Garden creates the bones or shapes the 

places you linger in or stroll by. It sets the stage for 

your spring, summer, and fall flower garden. Discover 

the art of Lay-Out Design to create drifts and masses, 

or crowds and individuals. 

Diagrams of the winter plantings will show you how to 

create a garden that soothes the human soul in need 

of renewal.  

 

Holy Trinity, St. Theresa Church   

15 Still River Road  

  October 31 

  9:30 am 

The Covid-19 pandemic is not over. Masks are strongly recommended. 
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Membership 
Info: AnaMaria Nanra 

Welcome!    

Lyn Herbolsheimer 

336 Old Littleton Road 

978-798-9827 

Lynherbol33@gmail.com 

 

Susan Contardo 

6 Benefit Street 

Clinton, MA 01510 

978-364-1245 

secontardo@gmail.com 

 

Nancy Hartshorne 

140 Prospect Hill  

781-820-0848 

Nhartshorne1@gmail.com 

 

Judy Ockene 

24 Fairbank Street 

978-852-6366 

Judith.ockene@umassmed.edu 

 
 

 My name is Lyn and I finally got up the courage to join the gardening club.I 

moved up here 14 years ago after marrying my childhood sweetheart, George 

Herbolsheimer.  I have 3 children, 2 boys and a girl (emergency room doctor in 

Dallas, cloud software engineer in Miami and software engineer in SanDiego), 

one grandchild on the way.  I am a retired nurse who loves kayaking, music, 

reading, hiking and snowshoeing.   I am a beginning gardener.  I love flowers 

and have a fresh bouquet in the house weekly - a fine Jewish tradition.   I 

would enjoy having an herb and flower garden at home.  I am looking forward 

to learning all I can with this group to rid myself of my black thumb.  Please 

take me under your wing and edify me!   

Looking forward to future meetings and lectures. 

 

Yearbook corrections  
 

Add:  
Katy Meyer-McEwen 
83 Bolton Road 
978-456-0012  
617-640-4809 
kathryncm@gmail.com 

Correct :  

 The telephone number of  Deborah 
O’Rourke:  617-595-5272 
 

 The telephone number of Kate  
Connolly: 978-456-0262 
 

mailto:Lynherbol33@gmail.com
mailto:secontardo@gmail.com
mailto:Nhartshorne1@gmail.com
mailto:kathryncm@gmail.com
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September program: Organic Gardening   
 

Speaker:  Charlotte Vallaeys 
View and listen to the talk. 

click on the link above, then on the  picture to start the video.  

 

 

 

   

  

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fQ6JIvfdxsKOPR28fGduci--L5TatkB2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fQ6JIvfdxsKOPR28fGduci--L5TatkB2/view?usp=sharing
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Nature Trails  
Info: Pam Durrant 

September 29:  Hoch – Harris Land 

 

October 6:  Bowers Spring  – Bare Hill Wildlife Sanctuary 

 

October 20: Willard- Poitras Conservation Land 
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Bloom N Art 
 

 "How to Recreate Renoir's 'Spring Bouquet': Art Inspired Floral Arrangement Tutorial"  

It's never too early to start learning skills that can be helpful when participating in Bloom n Art.  Our 

gardens may be put to bed, but we can be inspired to watch this floral arrangement come together in 

just twelve minutes.   Like most of us, the arranger is not formally trained, but she recreates Renoir's 

painting using flowers from her garden, complemented by a few filler flowers from the market.  She's 

conditioned the stems by removing unwanted leaves from the stems, letting them set in water 

overnight.  She's found a vase similar in size to the one used in the painting, and decides that a bucket 

tucked inside the vase is perfect for holding several blocks of floral foam to create the right proportions, 

two-thirds of the arrangement over the top of the vase.  

Observing the process, starting 

with greens, the arranger 

continues to fill out her 

arrangement with blue nepeta 

stems, white filler, and pink 

and white peonies.  While it's 

not a 100% replica of Renoir's 

painting, it carries resemblance 

in form, color and height, and 

the flow includes flowers 

drawing the eye 

downward.  When we create 

floral arrangements with the 

inspiration coming from a work 

of art, we study the art in new ways, perhaps with closer examination than we otherwise might.  And 

while Renoir's painting is of a floral arrangement, most of us will be arranging flowers inspired by very 

different subject matter in a few more months!  Bloom n Art is March 25 and 26. (Click on the picture to 

start the video) 

                                                                                                                      Maribeth Marcello  

Holiday Greens Workshop 
 

While we are cleaning the garden, look around your property for where you might like to prune back 

branches for our Holiday Greens/Holiday arrangements workshop on December 12. 

The greens you bring to share make the workshop a big success.  Thank you in advance for your 
participation.                                                                                                           Nancy Webber 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBYVnSi-ad4,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBYVnSi-ad4,
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In our gardens 
 

This is a great time of year to remove invasives like barberry, bittersweet, and burning bush around your 

property or anywhere you see them. After a rain (like now) when the soil is moist, plants pull more easily, 

and invasive plants hold onto their leaves longer which makes them easier to spot right now.  Even 

garlic mustard is becoming more visible, as its rosettes of overwintering green leaves stand out against 

the fall colors.  So get out there and enjoy the fall colors while you help clean up the landscape!  

Jessie Panek  

 

 

My azaleas decided after rain and cooler weather 

to bloom again in October!  

Oh joy! Maria Day 

  
In Jessie Panek’s fall garden 
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Library Flowers in October 
Info: Mary Jane Ellison 

 
 
: 

 

 

 
 
   

 

Nov. 1: AnaMaria Nanra Nov. . 21: Maribeth Marcello 
Nov  14: Maria Day Nov . 28: Marty Green 

● ● ● 

Bobbie Taylor 

Suzan Osborn  

Deborah Dowson 

● ● ●  
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Civic Beautification 
Info: Kathy Jackson and MaryAnn Piasecki 

 

When I say “Fall”,  

You say “Cleaning up!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

 

Kathy and MaryAnn raking and weeding around Fivesparks 

 

Pam Marston, Maribeth Marcello, 

Kathy Jackson and MaryAnn 

Piasecki cleaned up and planted 

mums around the police station. 
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   .  

GREEN INITIATIVE 

 

Garden Club 

& 

Bromfield Green Team 

  

Jessie Panek, Deborah 

O’Rourke and Bromfield 

students of the Green Team 

finished the native garden 

around the school.  

On September 30 Jessie 

couldn’t attend the 

dedication; Deborah was 

one of the speakers at the 

event. Phyllis Konop, 

Bobbie Taylor, Kathy 

Jackson, Abby Besse, 

Maria Day, MaryAnn 

Piasecki, Bill Loehfelm and 

Marijke Vallaeys 

represented The Garden 

Club. 
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Reminder that Tower Hill is now 

fully open. The Garden Club has 

continued our membership with 2 

free passes (each pass allows 2 

people).Please contact MaryAnn 

Piasecki to reserve the tickets a 

few days before your trip. 

 

 

We are sending warm wishes to everyone and hope 

you are doing well.  

 

Those of you who are out because of medical issues, 

we miss your smiling faces and hope you can return 

soon. 

   

 

HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 

Go and admire Teddy Coffin’s 

Halloween Diorama in the Harvard 

Public Library . With thanks to Kim 

Morton.  
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Officers for 2022-2023  
 

President    Jessie Panek 
Vice President  Bill Loehfelm 
Recording Secretary  Stephanie Hooper 
Treasury   Deborah O’Rourke 
  
Committee Chairs  
Historian   Carlene Phillips 
Hospitality    Suzan Osborn 
Membership    AnaMaria Nanra 
Newsletter    Marijke Vallaeys 
Nomination    MaryAnn Piasecki, Janice Rusiecki 
Programs   Margaret Murphy, Janice Rusiecki  
Publicity    Kate Guthro 
  
Projects  
Annual Lunch  Maria Day 
Civic Beautification  Kathy Jackson, MaryAnn Piasecki  
Garden Therapy  Mary Maxwell, Janice Rusiecki  
Garden tour    
Greens workshop   Kathy Jackson, Nancy Webber 
Graduation  flowers   Kathy Hewett 
Horticulture    Betsy Morton 
Library books  Heidi Siegrist 
Library/meeting flowers  MaryJane Ellison 
Nature Trails   Pam Durrant 
Plant Sale   Carole Herbin, Margaret Murphy, Marijke Vallaeys 
Web Master    Betsy Howard 
Yearbook    Marijke Valleys 
Bloom N Art   Deb Dowson, AnaMaria Nanra, Marijke Vallaeys 
 

 

 


