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            President Ponderings   
 

MaryAnn Piasecki 

 

The winter is a good time for planning next spring’s garden and to begin to pick out seeds 

to order.  Looking on line at all the seed catalogs brings hope for a new bountiful summer 

garden.  It has been the season of “visions dancing in my head” not of sugarplums but of 

vaccinated over sixty-five garden club members holding a mega plant sale in the spring.  

How many varieties of vegetables and herbs can we sell and still have room for 

everything else.  

Santa brought me an AeroGarden this year.  The box says I will have sprouts in one 

week and my first harvest in three weeks.  It’s soil free, automatically turns lights on and 

off, reminds you when to add water and when to add plant food. When you have no other 

place to go, Let it grow, let it grow, let it grow….. 

I am hoping I will have fresh herbs for our January meeting when we will see a 

presentation on Edible Landscapes.  Hope to see you all in January. 

Wishing you all a happy, healthy and a bountiful 2021 New Year! 
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  Edible Landscapes - January 25 
Info: Theresa Ledoux, Janice Rusiecki 

 

Cooking Demonstration  
Speaker : Liz Barbour 

  
Edible landscaping is the newest gardening trend that answers the 
old question of how to utilize your limited garden space so it can be 
productive and beautiful at the same time.   
 
Chef and gardener Liz Barbour of The Creative Feast has been 
including edible plants throughout her small cottage garden from the 
very beginning of its design.   
 
Join her for a slideshow tour through her edible gardens and learn  
how she has introduced vegetables, herbs, fruit trees, edible shrubs, 
and herbs to blend beautifully and deliciously throughout.  

 
Enjoy a cooking demonstration of 2 seasonal recipes.   
She will be demonstrating these two recipes: 

 Winter Vegetable Soup 

 Artisan Grilled Cheese Sandwich 
 
She will send the ingredients for these recipes before her presentation, and we will send 
them out to you! 
 
The Zoom meeting will be on January 25 and we will send you the link.  
 

  

https://www.thecreativefeast.com/
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Victorian Flowers - Still the Favorite  
by Thomas Mickey 

November 30, 2020 

 

 The book “All About Flowers” by Thomas Mickey 

 is about James Vick and his seed business in 

Rochester, NY.  

In his presentation Thomas Mickey showed us many 

slides, some of beautifully illustrated floral guides.   

You will find these and more in his book.   
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  Holiday Greens 
Despite COVID 19, the cold and the snow, the 

club’s intrepid spirit was in full evidence at the 

Greens Workshop which was held outside at the 

picnic tables next to the General Store on Monday 

December 7. Denyse and Deborah wish to extend 

a huge thank you to those members who donned masks, and braved the snow and cold 

to create and deliver 20 holiday arrangements to our home bound Harvard friends.   

Thanks to all of you who kept our tradition alive, despite the challenges of this year.   
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 Hort Corner: Notes from the November meeting 
Connie Grabowy 

 
  

The deer are back in my garden, they quite like the 
rhododendron. We put up fences as we do every year. 

On the asparagus bed I put 2-inches of compost. 

I brought hoses into the basement this week,  better 
than leaving them outside in the winter weather.   Last 
week I planted tulips with some bulb fertilizer. I’m also 
dividing plants to sell at our plant sale. I potted up some 
daylilies labelling with penciled tags.  I even 
photographed them blooming this summer (all 
unnamed).  

 

Consider that in winter the sun’s intensity is about one third that of summer.  

I brought some plants indoors: geraniums, couple gerbera daisies, and clivias. The amaryllis 
(hippeastrum) bulbs were planted at different times.  The one I planted earliest has barely shown any 
growth while the one I planted recently is sending up buds (they have minds of their own). The freesias I 
potted up inside are growing well, hope they bloom.  I potted up a couple hardy mums that had been 
touched by frost.  I brought them inside and placed them in a southern facing window. They are sending 
up lots of new growth from which I plan to make cuttings this spring and generate more plants (just an 
experiment). 

A good book is “Heirloom Fruits and Vegetables” by Toby Musgrave. 
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Membership 
 

Welcome new members!  

 
Nancy English was born on the Caribbean coast of Colombia S 
America which has subtropical gardens with full lush plants. She has 
now been in the US for over 30 years. Her love of gardening started 
while visiting the gardens in Kent where her husband is from.  
Nancy is a mom, a wife and a novice gardener. She loves to cook, bake, 
and garden. She recently moved from Phoenix, AZ where she created a 
naturalistic succulent garden.  
New to New England, she’s looking forward to learn about her new 
environment.  

 
 

 
Judy Warner is a returning member.  She has lived in Harvard for 46 
years and has had a garden of some sort every year, starting with a field 
of potatoes and corn and rows of vegetables to now a square foot garden 
and flowers. She has two daughters who graduated from Bromfield and 
five grandchildren in various parts of the US. She is also an oil painter and 
Administrator at the Harvard Historical Society. 
  



December 2020 Page 7 

 

Civic Beautification  
Info: Kathy Jackson 
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Book Club 
Info: Helen Jean Berry 

Next meeting will be in January.  
We have had a few suggestions for books that we would like to read for our meeting in 

the New Year:     
Tender at the Bone by Ruth Reichl 

Plants Go To War by Judith Sumner 
Let Helen know if you are interested in joining. 

  
   

Nature Trail Walks on Conservation Land  
Info: Pam Durrant 

  

Williams Land, November 3 

(Pam D., Kathy J., Carole H., 

Judy W. and Karen S.) 

 

Being on the trails is extremely 

relaxing, being together with 

friends is great, and the cherry 

on the cake is when Pam 

describes the tiny plants growing 

in the woods, even in winter!  
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Members find beauty  
close by and far away! 

The Radish Santa 

The Santa radish and poem are the creations of Charlotte Russell, a music professor and 

creative writer. Charlotte is a friend of Maria Day who thought we would all enjoy The 

Radish Santa, a seasonal extraordinary radish with a sense of humor! 

 

‘Twas the night before Christmas, 
And at Springdell 
farm, 
A CSA radish 
Feared coming to 
harm. 
  
“Perhaps if I 
dress up 
As Santa”  
he said, 
“They’ll cook up 
potatoes 
And broccoli 
instead”. 
  
 

He was already dressed 
All in red, as a root, 
So just a few touches 
Completed his suit. 
  
 

 He added some cotton, 
As white as the snow, 
Then readied a belt 
With a buckle just so, 
 
When suddenly, 
What a conundrum he faced: 
He had arms and legs, 
But just where was his waist? 
  
And I heard him exclaim, 
As he hid in plain sight, 
“I’m not used to clothes, 
But I think they’re on right...” 
  
“Merry Christmas” he said, 
At the end of his ballad. 
“If you want gifts from Santa, 
Don’t put him in salad!” 
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Officers for 2020-2021  
 

President: MaryAnn Piasecki  
Vice President:  Jessie Panek  

Recording Secretary: Abby Besse   
Treasurer: Pauline Carroll  

 
Committee Chairs  

 
Corresponding Secretary: Stephanie Hooper  

Historian: Carlene Phillips  
Hospitality: Carol Hartman  

Membership: AnaMaria Nanra  
Newsletter: Marijke Vallaeys  

Nominating: Margaret Murphy & Janice Rusiecki  
Programs: Theresa Ledoux, Janice Rusiecki  

Publicity: Marty Green  
 

Projects  
 

Annual Luncheon: Maria Day  
Civic Beautification:  Kathy Jackson Garden  

Therapy:  Mary Maxwell  
Garden Tour: Suzan Osborn & Carlene Phillips  

Graduation Flowers:  Jessie Panek  
Holiday Greens Workshop: Deborah Dowson & Denyse Cox  

Horticulture: Connie Grabowy  
Library Books: Joanne Williamson & Helen Berry  
Library and Meeting Flowers:  Kathleen Turnbull  

Nature Trails: Pam Durrant  
Plant Sale: Abby Besse & Mary Jane Ellison  

Webmaster: Betsy Howard  
Yearbook: Marijke Vallaeys  

Bloom N Art: Marijke Vallaeys & AnaMaria Nanra 
 

 


