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         March President Ponderings 

  
 

I am beginning to see the light!  With longer and warmer days I have ventured out to the yard to see the 

toll of winter and the hope for an early spring.  

After 2 years of no Garden Club plant sale, my garden is in need of dividing and renewal with some new 

exciting plants.  

In preparation for the plant sale, members begin potting in early April.  The first 2 weeks of potting start 

with early spring perennials and by the sixth week of potting we are potting fall Chrysanthemums. 

Plants sense or “see” light and react to it by photosynthesizing. Photoperiodism is the study of plant 

development in response to day length.   Botany books divide plants into long day and short day plants. 

(there are also day neutral plants). 

Long-Day Plants require >12 hours of sunlight, or <12 hours of uninterrupted darkness, to produce a 

bloom or flower. Short Day Plants:  requires <12 hours of sunlight, or >12 hours of uninterrupted 

darkness, to produce a bloom or flower.  

So whether you are a slow starter, early bloomer, short day person or a long day person turn on the 

lights, start your engines, and grab a shovel.  Our plant sale preparation has begun!   

 

MaryAnn Piasecki 
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General meeting on Monday, March 28 
 

Program 

Why Native?  

Speaker: Jessie Panek 

 

We have all heard a lot of talk about native plants in recent years, but 

why are they important? Drawing on her ever-increasing interest in 

ecology, Jessie will help us understand what a “native” plant is and 

why it is crucial that we plant more of them.   

She will also provide some practical tips for which ones we should 

choose and how to design our gardens in an ecologically friendly 

way.  

 Along the way we will review some basics of what makes our 

ecology function, what is disrupting it, and what we can do – what 

people everywhere need to do if we hope to avoid major ecological 

collapse in the not-that-distant future.  

 

Where: Holy Trinity Parish St. Theresa Church  

at 15 Still River Road 

Time:9:30AM 
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Program on February 28, 2022 

A Visit form Mary Abbot 

Speaker: Carlene Phillips  

 

 

   

“Mary” read from one of her gardening books a quote about snowdrops blooming in February:  

Nothing is more beautiful than “this white and fragile cup on a stem waving in the raw wind.”  

 

She closed her talk by saying to the audience, “I hope when 

the snow melts, you will all find brave and beautiful snowdrop 

in your gardens.   

 

There they were:  snowdrops in Carlene’s garden! 

  

Carlene Phillips as  Mary Abbot is 

showing us one of her diaries. 

The painting is made by her sister 

Agnes. It shows Mary working in her 

garden. 
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EARTH DAY “SHOW AND TELL” ALL OVER TOWN 
 

Harvard Climate Initiative Committee is planning a Harvard Earth Day event with the mission of uniting 

our community in a broad conversation about sustainable living on April 30th (rain date on May 1st) from 

11am – 5pm. In addition to having some activities in the center of town, our vision is to have community 

members share their sustainable, resilient, and “green” projects and activities at their homes, farms or in 

the town center.  

We are reaching out to the Garden Club to see if any of you might be interested in showing other 

community members any of the following: your native plant installations, worm bins, compost systems, 

vegetable garden, rainwater catchment, permaculture, bee keeping, electric tools, or any other garden- 

related project that leads to lower energy footprints and the protection of wildlife and flora. There’s no 

need to commit to the full day. Any 2+ hour window would be fine. 

It doesn’t have to end there! We are also seeking community members that have air or ground sourced 

heating/cooling systems, induction stoves, solar installations, electric vehicles and bikes, etc. So if you 

have multiple things you would like to share – all the better.  If you simply have an interest and some 

time to give, we will need plenty of volunteers as well. 

We are also hoping to find some sponsors to offset expenses – any suggestions along those lines would 

be helpful too. Perhaps you are aware of a local business that is using sustainable practices that might 

be interested.  

This is an idea in its gestation stage, so we don’t have all the details worked out, but we hope to have a 

fun and informative event with plenty of community participation and we will provide support. Appropriate 

COVID protocols will be determined at the time and observed to keep everyone safe. 

Please contact me if you have interest or ideas to share. deborahorourke@verizon.net  

Thank you and Happy Spring! 

Plant Sale preparations: save these dates…and volunteer! 

 

April 12, 13 and 15  
April 19, 20 and  22 
April 26, 27 and 29 
May 3, 4, and 6 
May 9, 11 and 13 
 

Digging: go to gardens of plant donors who request 
diggers. No exact dates or time for this job.  
Potting: pot the plants! 
Plant donations: if you want to donate plants from 
your own garden 
Watering, pricing, set-up, clean-up.  

More info will follow or go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448afab2aa5fe3-garden 

 

mailto:deborahorourke@verizon.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448afab2aa5fe3-garden
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Membership 
Info: AnaMaria Nanra 

Welcome! 

Katy Meyer-McEwen.  

Working on her floral arrangement for Bloom N Art 

My name is Katy and I’m delighted to get more involved in the garden 
club.  
 
A little bit about me. I’ve been a resident of Harvard for 10 years. I work in 
corporate marketing. During my free time I enjoy spending time in my 
garden and greenhouse, often with a little help from my 9 year old 
daughter Ava and husband Spencer who has put his skills to use by 
building and assembling all my garden structures.  
 
The arts are my first true passion, having spent many years painting on 

silk and other mediums. More recently I’ve found a new way to explore 

creativity through gardening. Specifically growing all my vegetables and 

cut flowers from seed. Starting with late winter/early spring seed starting 

indoors, then out to the greenhouse and finally to the garden. Each year is 

an evolution and learning. Last year I focused on planting all new varieties 

of plants I haven’t grown before, such as ground cherries, lemon 

cucumbers, tomatillos, and moon flowers. I hope to keep the new tradition going this year.  

My gardening story was featured in the Boston Globe last year:   

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/04/09/metro/green-thumbs-are-grown-not-born/

 

  

 

Kathy Hewett’s received the best cartoon for spring from her 

sister from Oklahoma. Very relevant as we are thinking of the 

plant sale!  

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/04/09/metro/green-thumbs-are-grown-not-born/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/04/09/metro/green-thumbs-are-grown-not-born/
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Annual Garden Tour – June 6, 2022 
Info: Suzan Osborn (suzanosborn@gmail.com) and Sarah Tate (sjt@sarahjanetate.com)  

 
 

All members are invited to offer their gardens for selection for the June 6, 

2022 Annual Garden Tour. It is not too early to start dreaming about and 

planning your garden. Any size garden would be enjoyed on the tour and, 

as we gardeners know, all gardens are in progress.  

So don’t be shy. If you do feel shy, please email Suzan Osborn and Sarah 

Tate for advice and encouragement.   

Never Done is our club's motto. And please remember: you can recommend a friend's garden (with their 

permission). The garden tour is our traditional treat after dessert at the Annual Meeting Luncheon. We 

look forward to hearing from You!  

Plant Sale on May 14 
Info: Bill Loehfelm and Claudia Wesley 

 

Potting, digging, pricing… a lot of the 

preparation for the sale will already start in 

April and continue in May. 

Donations are welcome on the potting 
days. You can bring your plants to 
Westward Orchard between 9:00 and 
10:00 am so the potting team will be able 
to pot them. 
 
Diggers are still looking for a chair who will 
keep names and phone numbers of all 
digger volunteers. The chair will schedule 

a convenient time to get plants from donors. 
Also looking for a publicity chair to advertise our plant sale.  
  

Check out the SignUpGenius to see where we are still missing people. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448afab2aa5fe3-garden 

Picture of Claudia and Bill preparing the plant sale while visiting Bloom N Art 

 

mailto:suzanosborn@gmail.com
mailto:sjt@sarahjanetate.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448afab2aa5fe3-garden
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Bloom N Art – March 19-20-21, 2022 
Info: Marijke Vallaeys and AnaMaria Nanra 
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Library Flowers 
Info: Mary Jane Ellison 

 
    
 

  
  
 

  

 

  

Mary Jane Ellison 

ore 

Jessie Panek 

Marijke Vallaeys 

Mary Jane Ellison’s Bloom N Art 

arrangement went directly from 

Fivesparks to the library. 
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Nature Trails 
Info: Pam Durrant 

(Pictures by Patrick and Marijke Vallaeys) 

 

On Thursday, March 10, four GC members walked the Powell Abbot Reed conservation land    

A  ten acre parcel of Abbot land was given by Agnes 

Abbot. Agnes was the sister of Mary, the founder of our 

club.  It includes the Abbot orchard, and an open 

field.  The land has a good slope for fruit trees.   

 

 

 

 

 

There are also some swampy areas in a parcel given by Frank Abbot 

(Mary and Agnes’ brother).   

A continuous trail is going from Bolton Road to East Bare Hill Road. 

Frank Abbot gave a part of what is now the Bare Hill Sanctuary in 

1962, beginning the land acquisition program in town. (Judy Warner)  

 

Civic Beautification  
Info: Kathy Jackson 

 

 

MaryAnn Piasecki calls this “Stick season at the horse 

trough”  

Maribeth Marcelllo 

Winter Wonderland Sculpture 
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Officers for 2021-2022  
 

 President: MaryAnn Piasecki  
Vice President:  Jessie Panek  
Secretary:  Stephanie Hooper 

Treasurer: Pauline Carroll  
 

Committee Chairs  
 

 Historian: Carlene Phillips  
Hospitality: Pending Covid Restrictions  

Membership: AnaMaria Nanra  
Newsletter: Marijke Vallaeys  

Nominating: Margaret Murphy, Janice Rusiecki  
Programs: Margaret Murphy, Janice Rusiecki  

Publicity: Marty Green  
 

Projects  
 

Annual Luncheon: Maria Day  
Civic Beautification:  Kathy Jackson Garden  

GardenTherapy:  Janice Rusiecki  
Garden Tour: Sarah Tate, Suzan Osborn   

Graduation Flowers:  Kathy Hewett 
Holiday Greens Workshop: Deborah Dowson, Denyse Cox  

Horticulture: Connie Grabowy  
Library Books:  Helen Berry  

Book Discussion Group: Helen Berry 
Library and Meeting Flowers: Mary Jane Ellison  

Nature Trails: Pam Durrant  
Plant Sale: Claudia Wesley and Bill Loehfelm  

Webmaster: Betsy Howard  
Yearbook: Marijke Vallaeys  

Bloom N Art: Marijke Vallaeys, AnaMaria Nanra 
 


